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THE GREAT COMMISSION

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in
the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age”.

Is this commission relevant in the 1990's ?

Does Matthew 24:14 provide an answer: “. . . this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in the whole world for a witness to all nations, and then the end shall come”?

The NAS Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (1981, p.1645) gives the Greek word
ethnos (S.C.1484) as the word for: nations (37), nation(31), Gentiles(93), pagan(1),
people(1). [The number in () tells us how many times a particular translation is used.]
This word literally means a race, a nation, an ethnic group, and comes from the primitive
verb etho, to be accustomed.

Missiology today speaks of people groups (ethnos), and hundreds of such groups are yet to
be reached with the Good News of Jesus Christ. Jesus has told us that all the nations are to
be reached with the gospel.

Testimony of the Ugyur people in Kazachstan and NW China: a people numbering
millions (18m. approx.), who are hearing the Gospel since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. These people are Muslims, and anyone who converts to Christianity forfeits their
rights in their society, including family. Converts may be killed by their kinsmen. There
was a Bible translation done many years ago, but under Chinese Communism their
language was forcibly and radically altered, to the extent that only the very old can read the
script of the Bible translation. (This paragraph was written in 1994, based on information
given by Australian missionaries working in Kazachstan.  Since then, the same
missionaries have been working there and in April, 1997, they were with us in Australia
and gave us exciting up-to-date information.)

News from Kazachstan in April, 1997

Our friends were led to establish a drug rehabilitation centre through Teen Challenge over
two years ago and they now have centres for men and women with about thirty in each.
The course runs at different levels for twelve months. A person must complete each level
fully before graduating to the next level. There are desperate people on waiting lists for
both centres, as heroin addiction is a major problem in the nation. The majority of clients
are of Muslim background and very few, if any, are teenagers. The average age of the men
is mid-thirties. The program has proved enormously successful with nearly all graduating
drug-free and converts to Jesus Christ. Because of the way the program is presented, the
Muslims remain Muslim in that the word means, “submitted to God”, but they have now
accepted Christ as the Son of God and have been instructed in the Bible. The Koran
instructs them to study the Christian Bible.

In October 1996, the missionaries oversaw the opening of an indigenous church led by
graduates of the program which within weeks was attracting up to 200 people, many of
them Muslims, happy to come to a place where drug addicts are cured and where locals
lead the church and preach the Scriptures.



The other amazing thing that has happened in this nation is the conversion of a leading
Imam (Islamic theologian) who remains a revered teacher of Islam, publishing weekly in a
leading newspaper teaching on the Bible. It seems God is giving this nation grace,
expounding the gospel to them in a way that is profoundly fitted to their national needs.
The Word of God promises that nations will come to “the mountain of the house of the
Lord” in the last days to hear His word proclaimed (Isaiah 2:3).

THE COMMAND IS TO GO

Jesus prefaced His commissioning of the early disciples with a claim to ultimate, pervasive
and absolute authority (Matthew 28:18). He then said, “Go!” During his short ministry,
the late Keith Green became convinced that Christians today are being called by Christ and
commissioned to “go”. Keith challenged the many young people who came to the
gatherings where he ministered in the United States. He told them that it was imperative
that they go out, taking the gospel to the ends of the earth. “You need a word to stay, not
to go,” he preached.

The Commission in Mark, Luke & John
Mark 16:15-20 - the commission again. Please read it.
Note key elements of the Commission from these verses:
Luke 24:45-49 - the commission is expressed another way: note the promise of power!
In John, the Lord's final instructions were of a pastoral nature rather than evangelistic
(John 21:15-17
This refers us to the twofold work of the church:
1. evangelism, winning the lost,
and 2. pastoral care, ie., bringing the people of God to maturity in Christ.

The Commission in Acts

In Acts, the risen Lord again directs his followers into evangelism and promises the power

for that task:

Verse 8: “but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in Judea and Samaria, and
even to the remotest part of the earth.”

Notice how  Acts I-7 is evangelism in Jerusalem;

Acts 8-12, the regions around Jerusalem;

then in Chapter 13, Barnabus and Saul are sent out on their first missionary journey

- the regions beyond, “the uttermost parts of the earth”.

The Great Commission in the church today

Statistics show that there has tended to be an imbalance in the church of recent decades in
the West: pastoral (church quality-building) ministries have far outweighed evangelistic
ministries (church-growth, numbers being won to Christ). For some time now, the social
gospel approach has been the predominant public profile of the Christian church. The
Salvation Army and other social action, charitable organisations have been in the spotlight.
People like Mother Theresa are known worldwide for their tremendous compassion and
love but again the reputation is more of a social nature.



EVANGELISTS

The evangelists work as part of an overall ministry (Ephesians 4:11), the goal of which is
“the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies,
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body ...”
(Ephesians 4:16). Also, the work of the evangelist in the context of church ministry is to
build up the body of Christ and equip the saints for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:12),
in this case, the ministry of evangelism.

An evangelist is a messenger; one sent by God to share the Good News. The evangelist's
ministry is to gather the people and lead them into a relationship with God through Jesus

Christ.

Billy Graham has become a legend in his own lifetime and is known as an evangelist.
Through the work of his crusades, many churches and people have been touched and
enthused for the work of evangelism. However, generally our churches have been
majoring on pastoral ministries, and other gift ministries that cater for the needs of the
churched, the saved. It has been rare to find concerted efforts for evangelism. However,
by the second half of the 1990's the emphasis is coming more and more on to reaching the
lost.

Clark Taylor and the Christian Outreach Movement have been an exception to the norm
in recent Australian history. Clark always saw himself as an evangelist. He was saved at a
Billy Graham meeting and actually learnt some of Graham's sermons off by heart, from a
recording. At his first preaching meetings, Clark simply preached Graham's sermons and
saw numbers won to Christ. Before going for training in the Methodist ministry, Clark
ministered in a small rural church, taking Sunday School with a group of young boys. In
his efforts to win their trust and see them won to Christ, Clark's program included fishing
trips and other opportunities for lifestyle evangelism. Clark was very effective whenever
and wherever he preached. People always came to Christ.

Evangelism through missionary effort

Is there evangelism through your church? Another way that modern western churches
have sought to fulfil the Great Commission has been through extensive missionary effort:
literally taking the gospel to the nations, to the ends of the earth. This has been a great
work in many ways and continues to be a great need and challenge.

However, many of our members have been content to support missionaries and still ignore
the need for a personal and local church response to the Great Commission.

The Great Commission in the Old Testament

The idea of the gospel being preached to all nations did not originate with the New

Testament. Rather, Jesus' proclamation and command was the fulfilment of prophecy.

Psalm 2:8:  “Ask of Me and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance, and the
very ends of the earth as Thy possession.”

Psalm 24:1: “The earth is the Lord's, and all it contains, the world and all who dwell in
ir.”

Isaiah 2:2:  “In the last days, the mountain [kingdom] of the house of the Lord will be
established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills;
and all nations will stream to it.” (cf. Micah 4)



Some other scriptures that signal the Great Commission :
Isaiah 42:6  Isaiah 49:1-9, 12 Isaiah 60:1-7 Psalm 110

ADDRESSING THE IMBALANCE

At one stage, Rangeville Church sought to address the imbalance in its ministry team and
program by appointing an evangelist. Not many churches of any persuasion in Australia
have taken such a step to my knowledge. In 1994, we prayed and visioned and developed a
program that focused on unchurched folk in our geographic area. We ran a series of
“Saturday Night at Rangeville” programs over a period of six months, using a seeker-
sensitive model of outreach. This was moderately successful and a learning experience for
those of us involved. Contacts with unchurched people were made; some were converted.
These programs provided a place for Christians to bring friends to as a step towards church
attendance. On the final Saturday night for 1994 we invited an evangelist, “Mad Dog”
Kevin Mudford, to speak and that was the opportunity for people to make commitments
and they did. This form of focussed outreach was discontinued in early 1995. It seemed
the Lord's hand lifted off it. The most successful nights were the two occasions on which
we shared about the New Age Movement.

In November 1996, during a season of prayer in which we were seeking the Lord as to how
to reach the lost, the ALPHA program was released to us. We were able to get a supply of
resources and many at the church began to look into the Alpha course. In April, 1997, the
first Alpha course was under way at Rangeville, both for adults and junior youth. We had
a tremendous response with 35-40 regularly attending the teen course and 36-40 attending
the adult course. Some of these folk began the course without a personal faith in Jesus
Christ. We witnessed at least five people come to Christ powerfully on the first course and
many others testify to a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit. Some folk from the Catholic and
Anglican churches came on Alpha courses at Rangeville and have subsequently launched
Alpha in their own churches. In March 1998, the Community Baptist Church is launching
Alpha and in April, Toowoomba City Church (an independent assembly) is launching
Alpha. The Range Christian Fellowship has eight home-based Alpha groups functioning
in Term I, 1998.

Some advice from a church growth consultant

Some years ago a church growth consultant addressed a pastors' conference in Brisbane.
He shared how in his work he was often asked to advise churches about evangelism or
specifically, why their church was not growing. His line of inquiry and advice was
simple: look at the budget and the activities and ministries of the church and calculate what
percentage of effort and finance was being directed to evangelism. In church after church,
he found that the predominant reason the church was not growing numerically was because
little or no effort or finance was directed to evangelism. We need to delineate between
transfer growth and evangelistic growth. The Great Commission is about evangelistic
growth.

Unfulfilled prophecy and evangelism

In his excellent book, “The Puritan Hope”, lain Murray relates how the divines of the
eighteenth century were enthralled by the prophetic scriptures of the Old Testament. The
great missionary movements of the 19th century were birthed out of believing faith and
prayer. “Jesus shall reign where'er the sun doth his successive journeys run; His kingdom



stretch from shore to shore, till moons wax and wane no more.” So they sang and so they
believed and men and women went forth in great faith to preach the gospel to the heathen.

Still today the challenge to fulfil the Great Commission in obedience to Jesus remains. In
our study together we will look at the ways of Biblical evangelism, especially in the
ministries of Jesus and Paul. We will be searching out the vital role of God the Holy Spirit

and His gifts in evangelism. We have discovered that prayer is the first necessary step for
us to take in evangelism.

WORKSHOP FOR SESSION I
Questions For Group Discussion

1. In your own words, what is the Great Commission?

2. How important do you think the Great Commission is today?

3. How are we individually fulfilling the Great Commission?

4. How is the church we are part of fulfilling the Great Commission?

5. What evidence is there that other churches are fulfilling the Great Commission?
6. What else can we do?

- individually?
- corporately?

Something to do: write your testimony!
Tell of your experiences on paper. Keep a record of God working in your life.



PREACH THE GOSPEL, CAST OUT DEVILS
HEAL THE SICK

Further teaching on the Great Commission.

For many the Great Commission is limited to an almost secular understanding and practice

of “witnessing”. As a result many zealous young Christians try hard to witness and come

under condemnation when it is unfruitful or simply too hard for them to do. In these days

God is drawing our attention to the scriptures and the way of evangelism practised by Jesus

and His disciples. In Mark's gospel, the Great Commission clearly sets preaching the

gospel in the context of supernatural signs and gifts of the Spirit.

Mark 16 : 17:  “these signs [attesting miracles] shall accompany those who have
believed: in My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with
new tongues,”

18: “they shall lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
20: “and they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with
them, and confirmed the word by the signs that followed.”

In the Power of the Spirit

Throughout the record of the New Testament the preaching of the kingdom of God is in the
power of the Spirit and the Spirit gives the evidence (or manifestation) of God's presence.
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the
power from on high came on them (Acts 1:8). Only then could they be His witnesses.
Even the resurrection of the Lord was not enough to embolden the disciples to witness.
They chose to go fishing rather than face the controversy of the resurrection (John 21:3).

Witnessing

People often ask for prayer that they may be able to witness more effectively in the
workplace or their neighbourhood. An answer is to encourage them to realise that if they
are born again of the Spirit of God and have received His empowerment, then they are
witnesses. It is the power of the risen Christ within Who witnesses. If a person is born of
the Spirit the people around that person generally know that the person is a Christian.
They will be watching the Christian with certain expectations. Some of those expectations
may be erroneous. However, encourage Christians to simply live the life (the Christ life)
and opportunities will come their way to share the love and faithfulness of God. The
emphasis is on being a witness, not doing something necessarily. Remember Jesus said,
“wait until the power of the Holy Spirit comes upon you’ (Acts 1:8).

THE THREEFOLD COMMISSION

Jesus had trained His disciples in readiness for the outworking of the Great Commission

after He had left the earth. Jesus' model is known as the threefold commission

¢ Preach the gospel - that is, repentance for the kingdom of God is at hand (Matthew
3:17); in verse 23, it is ‘the gospel of the kingdom’;

e cast out devils (demons) - exercise the ministry of deliverance;

¢ heal the sick - through the use of oil, or the laying on of hands.

The sending out of the twelve: in Matthew



Matthew 10:1: “And having summoned His twelve disciples, He gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease
and every kind of sickness.”

5:  “These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them, saying, “Do not go
in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans;”
6: “but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

Notice how the instructions of where to go were very specific; sometimes Christians come
under condemnation, thinking they have to witness to everyone. No! We need to hear the
Holy Spirit's instructions.

Matthew 10: 7: “And as you go, preach (1), saying, ‘The Kingdom of heaven is at
hand.’
8: “Heal the sick (3), raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out
demons (2); freely you received, freely give.”
Raising the dead and cleansing lepers could be seen as extensions of the healing ministry.

Mark 6 : 7: “And He summoned the twelve and began sending them out in
pairs”
12: “and they went out and preached that men should repent.”
13: “and they were casting out many demons and were anointing with
oil many sick people and healing them.”
Mark 9: 17-18: the people had come to expect that Jesus' followers could cast out
demons.

Are you a follower of Jesus? What would you do if someone came to you with a demon
problem?

The sending out of twelve and seventy in Luke

Luke 9: 1-2: The commissioning of the twelve: the threefold ministry!
Luke 10: 1: Jesus appoints seventy more to go out.
2: They are labourers in the Lord's harvest.
9: “and heal those in it [the city] who are sick, and say to them, ‘The
kingdom of God has come near to you’.”
17: “And the seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons

y »

are subject to us in Your Name’.

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS

In Luke 4:18-19, Jesus reads from Isaiah 61:1-2 and applies this powerful prophecy to his
ministry:

to preach the good news to the poor;

to proclaim release to the captives;

recovery of sight to the blind;

free those who are downtrodden;

to proclaim the favourable year of the Lord.

He can only do this because the Spirit of the Lord is upon Him and has anointed Him.

Jesus was literally conceived in His mother's womb by the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke
1:35). Unlike us, He did not need to be born again of the Spirit. He tries to explain this to
Nicodemus in John 3:11-13. However, Jesus did need to be filled and anointed by the
Holy Spirit and this happened when the Holy Spirit descended upon Him at His water
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baptism. John says He received the Spirit “without measure” (John 3:34). For reference
to His baptism, see Matthew 3:16-17 and Luke 3:21-23.

It was after His baptism in Luke 4:18-19, that Jesus says He has been anointed by the Spirit
of the Lord for ministry. He expects nothing less for every believer: we are to wait “for
the power from on high” (Acts 1:8).

Jesus is the model

Matthew 4:17-25: In these verses Jesus Himself models the threefold commission in His
own ministry. He preached, He healed, He delivered demoniacs. The result: great
multitudes followed Him.

Matthew Chapter 8 verses 2-3, 5-10, 13, 16, 28-34 - Jesus exercises the threefold ministry.
Matthew 18:12-14: Here the shepherd (the pastoral ministry) goes looking for the one lost
sheep; evangelism for Jesus was to recall the lost sheep of Israel (Matthew 15:24).
However they were sinners too and needed to be called to repentance (Luke 5:32). In
revival, both sinners and backslidden Christians come to the Lord in repentance.

Note the role of healing in evangelism in Matthew 20:29-34: Once they met Jesus and
were healed, “they ... followed Him”.

This Gospel must be Preached

There was an urgency about the Lord's work.

Luke 4:42-44: “... and the multitudes were searching for Him, and came to Him, and tried
to keep Him from going away from them. But He said to them, ‘I must preach the kingdom
of God to other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose’. And He kept on preaching in
the synagogues of Judea.”

We tend to note this urgency, agree with the commission, but often fail to do anything
about it. As evangelists, or those called to the work of evangelism, may God give to us a
deep sense of the urgency of our task.

In Mark 6:34, Jesus saw the multitude of people like sheep without a shepherd, and He felt
compassion for them, and taught them many things, and fed them.

PAUL'S MINISTRY

In Ephesians 6:19-20, Paul asks for prayer: “and pray on my behalf, that utterance may
be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that in proclaiming it I may speak
boldly, as I ought to speak.”

In Romans 15:15-21, Paul is boasting of the great work God has achieved through him:
“... resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles (nations) by word and deed, [verse 18] in
the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Holy Spirit; so that from Jerusalem
and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ [verse 19].”

1 Cor. 9:16: “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under
compulsion; FOR WOE IS ME IF I DO NOT PREACH THE GOSPEL.”

Paul's conversion is first recorded in Acts 9, and then is explained by Paul in testimony in
Acts 22 and 26. Paul has a “born again” experience: he meets the risen Lord (Acts 9:3-8).
He is filled with the Holy Spirit and baptised in verses 17-18. He receives a personal call
from God to go to the Gentiles. He was not able to fulfil that call immediately but finally
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he gave his whole life to the service of the gospel. Paul very much ministered in the power
of the Holy Spirit. His gospel was one of power!

Paul's zeal to preach

There is a movie called “Peter and Paul”. It is the story of Paul and Barnabus and Peter
going on their missionary tours. This movie illustrates Paul's tremendous zeal to preach
the gospel in the regions beyond, the places where none had heard. It shows Barnabus
trying to reason with Paul, warning him it was too dangerous to proceed into certain cities,
but Paul would have none of that. As the Book of Acts reveals, it was only when the Spirit
of God told Paul not to go to certain places that he obeyed or on one occasion the
opposition of Satan thwarted their travel plans.

THE CHURCH'S MINISTRY

The coming of the Holy Spirit to empower

The 120 disciples in the upper room were locked away for fear of the Jews. They had
known Jesus, had witnessed His resurrection and ascension and yet were afraid and
powerless. On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came to empower them for the
threefold ministry. The previous experiences of the twelve and the seventy had been in the
anointing and authority that Jesus gave to them. Now they had their own anointing and
authority from God.

Revival in Argentina

R.E. Miller was a missionary pastor in Argentina for many years. He was privileged to be
involved in a revival move of the Holy Spirit of God in the 1950's through to the 1970's.
He tells of the coming of the Holy Spirit to empower and commission the church. He was
led to establish a Bible college to train young men and women who had been gloriously
saved. They experienced many powerful visitations from the Lord and His angel
messengers. No doubt you have heard of the revival that is sweeping much of Argentina
again in the 1990's.

WHAT DO WE PREACH?

Luke 10:9 : “... and say to them ‘the kingdom of God has come near to you’. ”

Matthew 3:2 : “John the Baptist came preaching saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom
of God is at hand’.”

Matthew 4:17 : “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand’.”

Acts 8:12 : “But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised,
men and women alike.”

Acts 28:31 : “Paul stayed in Rome two full years, preaching the kingdom of
God”

1Cor. 4:20 : “But the kingdom of God is not in word only, but in power.”

1 Peter 4:11 : “Whoever speaks, let him speak as it were, the utterance of God; ...

so that in all things, God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

An understanding of repentance

Repentance means change. It comes from the Greek word, Metanoia, after-thought,
change of mind. The verb form is Metanoeo, fo perceive afterwards, implying change
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based on moral reflection, always in the New Testament, involving a change for the better,
an amendment, and nearly always, repentance from sin. (Vine's Expository Dictionary of
New Testament Words, p.961-962).

When people are presented with the gospel of the kingdom of God, God expects His word
to change them. So often people have been trained in Christian principles and may be
regular church goers, but have never heard anointed preaching of the gospel and have
never experienced the change that is preached by Jesus and all true ministers of the gospel.
The Scriptures show clearly that the preaching of God's word imparts faith to the hearer
(Romans 10:13-17). Jesus said that if the preaching of the truth of God is not enough to
convince the hearer, then the miraculous works ought to be enough (John 14:11). He gave
us a gospel that is with power (I Cor. 4:20); He said “these signs will follow them who
believe” (Mark 16:17). Paul says, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power
of God for salvation to every one who believes” (Romans 1:16).

Repentance and revival

We have been blessed and challenged with news and ministry from the revival in
Brownsville, Pensacola, Florida. There in a Pentecostal (AOG) church, revival has been
happening since June, 1995. At the end of twenty-one months of the revival, 100,000
souls had made first time commitments to Jesus Christ, and tens of thousands of Christians
have repented of their sin. 1.5 million people have attended the church in that time.
Christians are returning to God with a whole heart, forsaking sin. Sins of apathy and
indifference (is that what Jesus calls lukewarmness in Revelation 3:15-16?) are being
repented of. Christians, including ministers, are literally running to the altar to repent and
get right with God. There is an impartation of holiness!

Historically, repentance has been the major factor in revival: the revival in Pensacola is no
different.

WORKSHOP FOR SESSION 2
WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

In small groups, please answer this question personally.
What is the gospel?

What does the gospel mean to you?
How has the gospel changed you?

Keep your own notes of your answers.
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WITNESSING, DISCERNMENT AND
LEADING ANOTHER TO CHRIST.

The Master plan of Evangelism

E.H. Coleman's, “The Master Plan of Evangelism”, is built around the perceived model of
Jesus choosing and training the twelve, and even having an inner circle within that number
of disciples. Coleman then hypothesises that nearly everybody in society wants to follow
somebody, something or some cause. Hence they will either follow this person, that cause
or some other ideology on the broad way to destruction, or they will be influenced by a
Christian and experience the eternal realities of Christ. What the world needs is
multitudinous Christians who will exercise some leadership to their kinfolk, their
community, their society. Statistically, there are enough Christians in the world to fully
evangelise the entire human population very quickly. Why doesn’t this happen?

WITNESSING

Share what you have

What can you or I offer to those around us? We offer what we have got! Maybe that will
be something more now that we have had this seminar together, being challenged and
exploring the whole question of evangelism. However the bottom line is that whatever 1
have received of Christ is transferable, able to be given away, passed on to another, and we
are enriched and grow through the process.

Share your portion of Christ

A newly born-again Christian has Christ to share; they can lead another into the reality of
Christ. Someone who has experienced a release through water baptism can testify of their
experience and their commitment to the Christian life. Another has just been released in
the power of the Spirit and that blessing is hard to contain. Another has prayed for a sick
friend and that person was healed. You can tell many about that. You have got something
to share. SHARE IT!

God is calling evangelists/leaders of men & women

Christians ought to be leaders, leading out of their experience in Christ. Sometimes our
commitment to church life becomes imbalanced, taking up all of our time and effort. We
need to re-evaluate our priorities: where does evangelism fit? How many unsaved people
do I know? How am I fostering those relationships?

How many of your friends are sinners?

We need to review the benefits of church-based sporting teams and of church-organised
recreation. Jesus pointedly left us in the world, with a commission. His example cogently
demonstrates how believers are to mix with non-Christians. He had a reputation of
associating with sinners. He led them to the truth, He healed their sicknesses, He cast
devils from them; whole cities were impacted by His ministry. For us, the only contacts
we will have outside of church will be work, sporting or social, unless we are working in a
street ministry or a visitation program.

Is our lifestyle relevant?
Christianity is a lifestyle as well as a life; but that lifestyle is ineffective if it is based on the

erroneous “monastry” model of the Middle Ages, i.e., withdrawal from the world. We are
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not to withdraw into our church citadels, becoming totally engrossed in the life of our
fellowship.

The Lord said “GO!”

Let us wait on God, asking Him to direct our steps as we seek to evangelise our generation.
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to lead us into situations and relationships where we can witness
and share our faith. For some that witnessing will be at the 'coal face'; for example, going
into hotels to witness, mixing unashamedly with the patrons, learning to relate to them.
For most of us, we will need to build relationships, to earn the right to speak on the basis of
having established some common ground. This can be done quickly in some instances.
Some can win people's confidence very quickly, whether it be the waitress in a lunch-time
restaurant or the fuel attendant at the service station. Deep conversations about their need
for Christ can easily happen if we are ready to listen and share.

DISCERNMENT

Be ready in season and out of season: preach the word (2 Timothy 4:2). In his letter to the
Philippians, Paul says some are preaching Christ out of selfish ambition, but he claims that
as long as Christ is being preached, the gospel will prosper (Philippians 1:15-18). Despite
this, discernment is desirable. We have examined briefly the all-encompassing role of the
Holy Spirit in evangelism. Sometimes He will redirect our paths, change our decisions,
but it is always easier to alter the course of a moving object than to move a stationary one.
“I being in the way God led me.” Continue in the calling in which you find yourself. Pray
and exercise discernment, but get on with the MISSION.

All people are on a journey in life and we generally go through a process in life which
prepares us to meet God and respond to His Word. Discernment is recognising where
people are up to and helping them to go a step further.

LEADING ANOTHER TO CHRIST

Freely you have received, freely give. Simply offer what you have. However there is
more to coming to Christ than writing Him a letter as a person was advised to do. You
must be born again, (John 3:3) Jesus said. “As many as received Him, to them He gave the
power to become the children of God, ... born according to His will” (John 1:12-13).
Being born again is what happens when a person receives the Lord Jesus Christ in to their
life as Lord and Saviour. Faith is involved, coming to the cross, and receiving forgiveness
is involved; there is no set formula, but it is a real experience, a faith step that will result in
a changed life. (Look up Romans 10:10)

Sometimes in our zeal to get a “decision” we rush people into a confession of belief, then
wonder when the fruit is not evident. The explanation of the parable of the sower explains
this, but we need to discern the Spirit's time and the readiness of people.

How do I lead another person to Christ?

1.  “Whosoever believes in Him will not perish but will have everlasting life” (John
3:16).
A person