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INTRODUCTION

In this manual we present current understanding of the strategy in this nation of
Australia to fulfil the Great Commission, and current teaching emphases from the Word
of God. We recognise we only see in part but we are to committed being faithful to all
the LORD reveals and commands. In November 1998, we were profoundly challenged
to listen to the LORD concerning a strategy to reach this nation. Since then, a strategy
has taken shape and we have spent time listening, studying, sharing, travelling, in
ministry, receiving from others and witnessing first hand what the LORD is doing in a
number of places in Australia, in Myanmar and the Philippines.

We realised we had become clear as to the vision the LORD has given to His church,
encapsulated in the Great Commission in its full Scriptural ramifications but we were
not aware of a specific strategy and therefore not accountable to achieve or be fruitful
according to any particular plan.

Sadly, some of God’s people have not yet caught the vision of what God wants, and
intends, and commands, and very few have discovered a strategy or a plan that they
can commit themselves to, and actively work in.

The release of meaningful strategy and effective work is dependant upon the restoration
of the five-fold ministry gift of Ephesians 4:7-16, as well as a commitment to return to
our first love and “do the first works” of the first church (Acts 2:42-47). It is to the
apostles that Jesus gives the blueprint for the “master plan” (1 Corinthians 3:10). To
this end we were told through a prophet that we needed to go aside to seek the LORD.
We have called the saints together for days of “seeking the LORD” where we have met
without agendas and spent the day waiting on God, opening up the Word, listening to
the Holy Spirit and prophetic utterance. Acts 13:1-3 has been a rhema word to us as a
guide for these days.

As we present this manual of six sessions, we are aware of how incomplete our
understanding is of the LORD’S strategies for this nation. However, we are blessed and
encouraged to find He is doing the work, preparing His people and allowing us to play a
part in His great work which is happening according to His plan and strategy.

A prophetic ministry came among us in July, 1999, soon after we had released this
manual and said the word of the Lord for 1999 was “The Lord is preparing and
positioning His people to possess His promises”. As I review the sessions in this
manual in October, 2000, I am aware we are still in the preparation stage,
although I have witnessed the positioning of many saints over the last two years. A
number of saints have gone to Bible schools for training and preparation; others
are purposely becoming debt-free so they are ready to obey the call of God; others
are selling properties to be more available for ministry. As yet there has been no
major church-planting move, although there is a growing house church
development that is difficult to measure. Mass evangelism is not known in
Australia yet but we believe it is coming. Hence the preparation and positioning of
the Lord’s people!



A STRATEGY TO REACH THE NATION

Chapter one

GROUNDWORK

GOD’S PLAN

GO FORTH



GROUNDWORK: GOD’S PLAN: GO FORTH!

VISION STATEMENT
The Lord Jesus Christ has clearly given to the
church the great commission and it is our
conviction that we are to fulfil the great
commission as our primary focus and "reason
for being".

The great commission in Matthew 28:18-20:

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age.” Amen.” Jesus sends us to the nations, to the people groups, to
make disciples. This includes evangelism, winning people to the LORD, "baptising
them into the name..."" and training them as disciples, 'feaching ... all 1 have
commanded you''.

The great commission in Mark 16:15-16:

“And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.
He who believes and is baptised will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned.” Jesus commands us to go to every creature, i.e., every person, with the
gospel. People are saved or condemned on the basis of what they do with the gospel
once they have heard it.

The great commission in Luke 24:46-49:

Verse 47: "and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” Jesus tells us what the heart of the
Gospel is: repentance and forgiveness of sins. The gospel is powerful to change
people and heal them, bringing them into wholeness.

We are commissioned to go to every nation
to every person
with the message of repentance and forgiveness

This is what Jesus has commanded us to do. This is what He expects us to do. This is
what will happen because the Word of the Lord will not fail but will achieve God's
intention and purpose.

GOAL/PURPOSE
To plant a church right where you live, to be a witness to the power of God.

There needs to be an active, bible-based, soul-winning church characterised by the
power of God manifest in the midst, in every locality so that every soul is contacted and
impacted by the gospel. Then each person has to make a choice for Christ or otherwise.
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What is a church plant? When a family or a small group (two or more) start to meet
together with Jesus (Matthew18: 18-20) and seek the salvation of the lost. The church
grows as people are saved and joined to the community of believers, not as people
transfer from other church fellowships.

What constitutes a church in the New Testament?

The simplest model is in Acts 2:42-47. The new believers along with the apostles and
others who already were Christians devoted themselves continually to four things, i.e.;

e they were involved in sharing the word of God [the apostles’ doctrine],

o fellowship,

¢ the breaking of bread [which is communion] and

® prayer.

These four things can all happen in a home or anywhere (in a car! In an aoroplane!).

They can begin with two or more people who devote themselves to sharing the Word
together, praying, breaking bread and entering into a real partnership (fellowship). In
Acts 2:43, this led to '"'great fear coming upon every soul'’, and "'many signs and
wonders...”

Believe the Lord for signs and wonders: signs of His Presence in the midst. The Lord
uses signs and wonders to attract people to hear the gospel. It is His way!

In verses 44-45, a depth of sharing in practical ways (fellowship) is demonstrated. The
church is to continue daily in these things (verse 46). The result is a praising people,
switched on and tuned into the Lord and His purposes, and He adds daily those who are
being saved (verse 47).

STRATEGY
To preach the gospel of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, throughout
the nation, town by town, suburb by suburb, street area by street area, country
locality by country locality, until every soul has heard.

This is the clear command of the Lord and the mandate He has given to the church.
It is time to plan, to strategise and act! The strategy will encompass travelling ministry
teams and people on the ground in every place "doing the stuff".

THE FIRE IS BURNING: THE ZEAL OF THE LORD OF HOSTS
MOTIVATES US !!!

It is time! There is a fire burning in our bellies. We have dreamed of this time we live in
when God, the great God, is moving throughout the nations, fulfilling that which He has
promised. Can you imagine the feeling that the Jews had as they started to come back to
the land? For years they had said at the annual Passover, "Next year, Jerusalem!" And
suddenly some of them were in the land, celebrating Passover. It is like that for God's
people who have caught the vision of the Great Commission being fulfilled in our
lifetime; maybe even in the next few, or couple of, years.

Can you imagine the “joy that was set before Jesus” that enabled Him to endure the
cross? (Hebrews 12:2) Is He getting excited now as He directs His church into the last
days' great revival that will bring in the long-awaited harvest? How many of the world's
6.4 billion souls will believe the gospel when they see it witnessed before their eyes?




The question often on my heart is: "if not me and us, then who will respond and obey
the Lord to go?" Will you become obedient to the call of Jesus to follow Him into
preaching the gospel to every person in every tribe and nation, in every town and
suburb? WHO WILL GO? SEND ME LORD!

HOW DO WE OBEY THE CALL? THE WAY FORWARD...

How do we respond to the call of God to fulfill the Great Commission? The Great
Commission is all about souls coming to know Christ, and growing up in Him. The
purpose of the church is to fulfil the great commission. All of our planning, effort,
and finance need to reflect the serious response we are making to Jesus' clear
commands. Many seem to have thought in the past that the great commission is optional
and as long as some evangelistic types get on with their ministries, the rest of us can do
everything else we want to do.

"The times they are a'changing!" The time of the harvest is upon us. There is an urgency
that we have not felt before with such intensity. It does not abate but increases. We have
been impacted deeply by the study of Gideon in Judges 6-8, to see how 300 were
chosen out of 32,000 to be a vanguard army who delivered a whole nation bringing
peace for forty years. How many does God need to bring His purpose about in this
nation and then to other nations through folks from Australia?

God's Secret Plan For Australia, Openly Revealed

It is possible for the present church in Australia to effectively reach the whole nation in
a very short period of time. However it is unlikely that the major portion of church
people will be interested in doing this. So how many people does God need and what
should we be doing? It is the Lord's clear command that His disciples are to go forth
with the gospel.

It is a gospel of power (Romans 1:16), and the Lord guarantees a demonstration of His
power to confirm His gospel as we preach it (Mark 16:17-20). The Lord is calling for
labourers in Australia: men and women and young people who will go out and preach a
gospel with power throughout this land. As well the call is to people who will start a
church right where you are or wherever the Lord directs you to go. This gospel must be
preached as a witness to every people group (Matthew 24:14).

What is a nation? Who makes up a people group?

In the Hebrew (S.C.1471) the word "goy" generally means a foreign nation and refers to
the Gentiles; it means non-covenantal people, people who do not know God. Jesus was
clear in speaking to His disciples in Matthew 24:14, that the gospel must be preached
as a witness to every nation. The Greek word "ethnos” (S.C.1482,1484) can simply
mean a large group of people, an ethnic group, not always referring to a specific
political national group. Certainly Jesus was referring to all non-Jewish people. This
gospel must be preached to every people group; that is what Jesus said!

How do we effectively reach a people group? and how do we put Mark 16:15
together with reaching nations? In Mark we are commanded to preach the gospel to
each individual. We all know salvation is personal and individual. Each person must be
born again to enter the Kingdom of Heaven (John 3:5).



Reaching every people group in Australia

How does a town of 750 people in the centre of a rural locality of another 670 farming
people get to see and hear the gospel? What about a town of 6000 people in a shire area
of 11000 people? What about a suburb of 14,000 people? How do they get to hear the
gospel? Is what the churches are currently doing reaching these micro people groups?
What about the 3,000 Aboriginal folk living in a city of 90,000 with one small
Aboriginal-led church in the city? How will they hear a powerful life-changing gospel?
How do a family in a country area reach their neighbours with the gospel? And so on
across this nation of 18,000,000 of which less than ten per cent have anything to do with
church regularly. The situation in your nation will be similar: the challenge of the
Great Commission is to reach everyone in every people group.

Jesus spoke of the harvest many times. He said the fields are already ripe in John
4:35. He told us to pray for labourers to be sent out in Matthew 9:37-38 and in Luke
10:2. Jesus makes it clear that it is "the Lord of the harvest" who will take responsibility
for the raising up of labourers and all other aspects of the harvest. Matthew 13:49 and
Revelation 4:6-7 suggest that the Lord will send powerful angels at the end of the age
to help complete the great harvest which is signalled by the end-time preaching of the
gospel to every person in every people group.

The Lord has Australia in His mind. [He has your nation in mind too in the same way]
He has decreed that everyone in Australia is to hear the gospel so that every person can
decide for Jesus or against Him. The Lord wants to bring you in on this secret of His.
He will not fail in His purpose.

Will you be one of the Lord's army that delivers the gospel to this nation?

RESTORATION OF THE APOSTOLIC

In our team we have felt to write down some of the understanding and strategy we
believe the Lord has made clear to us over recent times. We believe we are in the time
when God is restoring the apostolic ministry gift to the church (1 Corinthians 12:28
and Ephesians 4:11). The key understanding of the actual meaning of this word,
apostle, is "a sent one", or delegate; thus, an ambassador for the gospel (S.C.652). It
comes from another Greek word (S.C.649) which means, set apart, i.e., to send out (on a
mission) and is translated in the KJV: - put in, send forth, send out (or away), set (at
liberty). This freedom aspect in the background of the word, apostle, is interesting. It
seems that until the apostolic is restored there is lacking a degree of freedom and release
in the church!

The Word Wealth in the Spirit Filled Life Bible (p.1738) says an
apostle i1s one commissioned for a particular task or role, one who is
sent with a message. Someone has suggested that an apostle is
characterised by the following:

1. one who has had a visible encounter with the risen Christ;
1. one who plants churches;

iii  one who functions in the ministry with signs, wonders and

miracles.

In these times of restoration, the apostolic ministry is also concerned about foundations,
both in the individual Christian life (Hebrews 6:1-2) and the church (Ephesians 2:20).
The LORD is calling us to check our foundations. One of the manifestations of this is
that many believers are being baptised in water (baptism = immersion). As the
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revelation of the five-fold ministry gift of Ephesians 4:11 is being understood, as
churches, we need to open up to the apostolic and prophetic ministries. Until we do this
we will not experience the full expression of ministry with signs and wonders and the
teaching of God’s word in the spirit of revelation. It is to the apostles that Jesus gives
the keys of the kingdom, in other words, apostolic authority releases the kingdom of
God, displacing the principalities and powers.

The church of the New Testament is apostolic basically because it is "sent" into the
world by Jesus, the great apostle and high priest of our calling (Hebrews 3:1), to all the
nations, with the gospel. The Great Commission commands us to go!

In Ephesians 4:7, Paul clearly says that each one has a portion in the ministry gifts that
Christ has given the church. As this is accepted by the ministry leadership of the church
then more and more saints will be raised up, being equipped to do the work of the
ministry, including all the ministry gifts given by the ascended Christ to the church in
Ephesians 4.

In 1 Corinthians 12:28, Paul speaks of "appointments” in the church: God "has
appointed'. Some individual saints are appointed by God to function in an apostolic
ministry. Similarly others are appointed by God to function in other giftings and
ministries including ""workers of miracles'. Those with specific appointment are able
to take the ministry forward and to train and equip others to function in the ministry.

STEPS TO FRUITFULNESS

There are obvious scriptural steps that lead to effective service, i.e., fruitfulness. We
can also draw on the experiences of others whom God has called to pioneering works in
these days of restoration and the raising up of labourers for the harvest.

Seven Steps of Ministry in Obeying The Great Commission and Establishing New
Testament Churches:

STEP 1: PRAYER Two or three or more gathering together is the place to begin and
must be entered into consistently until the Lord returns;
Hebrews 11:6 promises rewards for those who diligently seek the Lord.
Matthew 18:18-20 when we agree together concerning the will of the Lord, that
is, to preach the gospel to the people that live around us, the Father will act on
our behalf.
So what are we agreeing to do?
1. to obey Jesus' command to share the gospel;
il. to ask God for souls;
1il. to pray for them by name as God gives the contacts.

[See session 2 (two) in this manual for detailed teaching on prayer]

STEP 2: EVANGELISM the action that comes out of prayer; the Lord will direct!
The Great Commission is His command. He wills for every person to be
evangelised (2 Pet.3:9 & 1Tim.2:4). In many cases evangelistic outreach will
lead to a new church being planted. Out of the prayer, God will lead you to
people. The goal is to share Christ with them. If we are faithful in prayer then
this strategy will not fail. God will give "divine appointments" that are exciting,
meaningful and fruitful. It is time to witness! The people of this nation are being
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prepared by God. It is time to win souls! God has released the resources to train
the saints in soul-winning.

[See session 4 (four), “Bringing in the Harvest”, in this manual , for teaching on
evangelism]

STEP 3: NURTURE Nurturing is looking after baby Christians. The Apostle John
addresses new Christians as little children, and in 1Jn.2:12-14, he notes two key facts
about them:

1. their sins are forgiven for His name's sake and

2. they have come to know the Father.

When a person is born again (Jn.3:3-6) they become a member of God's family, '"Born
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."" (Jn.1:13)
The Holy Spirit enters in to the spirit of the person and He gives to the new believer
"'the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father'' (Rom.8:15 KJV). “The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God” (v.16).

How do we Nurture Babes in Christ?

By feeding them: Jesus commanded Peter ''feed my lambs' (Jn.21:15) and “feed My
sheep” (v.17). Babes need milk so we must feed them the milk of God's word. Sheep
need solid food. 1 Pet.2:2 ""as newborn babes desire the pure milk of the word that
you may grow thereby.'' This is the good news of salvation: as the apostle John said,
knowing your sins are forgiven.

In Hebrews 5:12, the Apostle says ''the first principles of the oracles of God"', that is,
"'the principles of the doctrines of Christ'', or the foundations (Heb.6:1-2) are the milk
of God's word. He is exhorting the Hebrew believers to go on to maturity, not having to
lay again the six foundations. So it is clear from Heb.5:12 - 6:3 that the teaching of the
foundational principles is feeding the milk of the Word of God. The solid food is
the word of righteousness (Heb.6:13) and the solid food is for the mature.

“By this time you ought to be teachers” (Heb.5:12)

These Christians that the writer to Hebrews is addressing should have grown up, but
they have not; they are still needing to be fed on milk. Milk is for the immature. The
Apostle wants them to have solid food. The proof that they haven't grown up is that they
are not able to teach others the foundations. Everyone needs to be well taught in the
foundations so we can teach others. Some Christians have never been taught the first
principles of God's word, so they are still needing milk. Once you have been given the
milk you begin to grow, and then are able to teach others and to recognise false
doctrine.

2 Tim.2:2 The goal that the Lord has for us is that we grow up in the Lord so we can
teach others: ""The things you have heard, commit to faithful men so that they might
be able to teach also''.

Heb.5:13 talks about the one who "is unskilled in the word of righteousness''; this one
is still considered a babe. The word of righteousness is the solid food. Being able to
understand and to preach and teach and live by the word of righteousness is to be a
mature Christian.

Eph.4:14 "'no longer tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine'’; no longer following
after some man and his teaching, but being a disciple of the Word yourself. Checking
the scripture for yourself to know whether what you are hearing is true or not.
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""Solid food belongs to those who are of full age'' (Heb.5:14). Those who can discern
between God and the devil are those who have the Holy Spirit and especially those who
have become mature in the word of God.
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How do we nurture the young Christian?

We feed them the word of God. The word concerning salvation, the word concerning
healing, the word concerning restoration. When the day of Pentecost came and the
Holy Spirit was poured out and 3000 men were converted, the new believers continued
in 4 things: the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, the breaking of bread and prayers
(Acts 2:41-42). Herein we have the perfect prescription for nurturing new believers, that
they may grow and be established in the faith.

New Christians need a lot of care and attention like any babe does. There is little
difference between natural babies and baby Christians. They can still come under attack
from the old nature and not be strong enough to deal with it on their own. So they might
ring any time of the day or night needing help. Young Christians need to be trained even
as young children need to be trained and disciplined; sometimes correction is needed. It
is the teaching of the Word of God that teaches, trains, corrects and reproves the
believer (2Ti.3:16). Nurturing is a full time commitment; we need to learn to be
discerning in how we nurture the new Christians.

Heb.6:1-2, lists the 6 foundations, and says that until we have these foundations
properly laid we cannot go on to perfection/maturity. These foundations are:
repentance from dead works, faith toward God, doctrine of baptisms, laying on of
hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgement. We get baptised, we get
filled with the Holy Spirit, we start to walk in resurrection power and we understand
that our citizenship is in heaven above; then we really start to grow up into maturity.
Nurturing means leading the new Christian through these foundations ensuring that each
one is properly laid. When new believers are well grounded in their faith and well
grounded in the word of God they will grow. This will lay a proper foundation for the
whole church to grow into maturity.

STEP 4: DISCIPLING Matt.28:20 The Lord Jesus Christ commanded us to teach
everything that He commanded us. We are to teach the new Christians, those who have
just been saved, those who have just been baptised.

The goal of discipling is:

I to have each new Christian discipled to the word of God, not to a person or a
great leader, but to the word of God.

ii. teach every believer the precepts and principles of the word of God, that
they may grow thereby.

iii. to teach the disciples how to do basic Bible studies

iv. to teach the disciple to hear the ‘rhema’ word of God (Rom.10:17)

V. to set the disciple basic assignments of Bible reading and study, prayer and
witnessing.

Disciple comes from the same Latin root word as discipline, both coming from the Latin
word meaning to speak or to teach, in the sense of instruction. So discipling is a
teaching form of ministry. It fulfils that part of the commission, to teach the new
Christians the word of God.

A Basic Plan for Discipling
A. Ask young Christians, those who are young in the Lord to commit to reading
Scripture every day, three to five chapters each day on a committed basis. The goal is
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to permeate, that is, soak yourself with the Word of God — the washing of the water of
the word (Eph.5:26); to have the Word of God inside of you so the Holy Spirit can
quicken that word whenever He needs to. It is much easier for the Holy Spirit to lead
and guide you once you become a person of the word, because it is His word and He
turns the ‘logos’ [the written word] into the ‘rhema’ [the quickened word]. Ask the
Holy Spirit to give you understanding as you read the Word.

B. The disciple is asked to keep a journal, writing down the chapters read each day,
making a summary of what they have read, the main theme or character and what is
happening.

C. Ask the Lord what He wants to say to them from the chapters read, allowing
Him to speak to them from His word. Write down what the Lord is saying. This
encourages new Christians to expect God to speak to them through the word, and to
give them understanding of the word as they read it.

D. Learn three verses of scripture off by heart each week. Commit to learning and
memorising some verses each week. This gets the word inside of the disciple and
enables them to quote scripture from memory. The more scripture we know the easier it
is to teach the scripture, the easier it is to share the word of God with others and to pray
the word of God. If you have been a diligent reader of scripture then the Holy Spirit has
something to remind you of and to bring to your remembrance.

E. Share your faith with at least 2 people each week. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you
opportunities to share your faith with someone who doesn't know Jesus. Look for those
opportunities. Take up the challenge to share the gospel of Jesus with the lost.

F. Pray for the lost by name, keep their name in your journal. Write down who you
are praying for. Pray for them by name, be specific, ask the Lord who He wants you to
pray for. Keep records of His answers.

G. Meet in a small group each week for one hour with others who are also being
discipled, usually no more than 4-5 people. If numbers increase divide and gather
others. This is a way of bringing new Christians into discipleship. It is an
accountability group, to feed back and share what God has shown and to ask
questions. This is a focused time for one hour. Each group has a facilitator. Ask people
to share what they have been reading, what the Lord has been saying, what
opportunities have opened up for sharing their faith.

These discipling groups are for a season, usually about 6 months. By this time people
have become disciplined about studying the word and will be ready to take on a group
of new Christians to encourage them to become disciples.

Discipling is a specific discipline to lead people to be disciples of the Word;
""teach them to do all that I have taught you!'' Matthew 28:20
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you ...” Colossians 3:16

STEP 5: TRAINING and EQUIPPING fulfilling the role of the ministry by bringing
all the new members into effective ministry (Ephesians 4:12) from being little
children in the Lord to mature functioning adults. Once a new believer has been
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nurtured and discipled, they are to be trained and equipped for the ministry
calling on their life. This includes experience on ministry teams both within
Australia and overseas [Paul took Timothy on team]. The emphasis is "on the
job" training. Various seminars and courses are available - ministries have been
raised up to meet this need. Short-term training schools are now available.

[See Session 3 (three) in this manual for further teaching on ‘‘training and
equipping’’]

STEP 6: CHURCH PLANTING Sending out the trained and equipped; we are not

here to grow churches but to plant new ones as a result of preaching the
gospel to the lost. This may mean starting or hosting an Alpha course,
coordinating a prayer fellowship that will lead into winning the lost, facilitating
an outreach where the lost and the broken are gathered in and ministered to,
planting a housechurch among new converts.

[See Session 3 & 4 in this manual for further teaching on church-planting and
evangelism]

STEP 7: EMERGENCE OF NEW MINISTRIES recognising and
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releasing the new ministries that the Lord is raising up. As the church functions
in New Testament ministries, abiding in first love and doing the first works, the
Lord will add to such a church those who are being saved. Every saint, new and
old, will naturally/supernaturally, in the Lord, grow and function. Some will
emerge as ascension gift ministers (Ephesians 4:11), others in various other
gifts and ministries such as those listed in 1Cor.12:28.

A key role of the emerging apostolic ministries in the church
is to recognise the emergence of new ministries and raise them up,
working with the local eldership to release and set
these new ministries in place in the Body of Christ.



A STRATEGY TO REACH THE NATION

Chapter Two

PRAYER

The essential element

In Preparation and Planting
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PRAYER
DISCOVERING GOD’S STRATEGY FOR REACHING THE LOST

Prayer is the power house or engine room of the church, some say. It is true. For
five years now we have benefited from being part of coordinating weekly prayer
meetings (between 2to5 meetings per week), as well as early morning prayer. We have
experienced from the beginning of this era in our life the power of the prayer meeting;
the group-seeking of God, the revelation, confirmation, visions etc that have come to
inspire and empower ministry, both within the prayer meeting and in public preaching,
the conduct of seminars and other ministries.

We have witnessed the emergence of committed daily prayer groups in Albion,
Brisbane and the longer term prayer of members, especially ladies, in Dysart, six
mornings per week, and the resultant signs, wonders and manifestations of the Spirit of
God.

Out of this example, a family in Toowoomba were provoked to godly jealousy and in
early December, 1998, they opened their home six mornings a week for prayer, the
breaking of bread and fellowship breakfast. The Word of God is always open and
central to the prayer fellowship. In other words this morning prayer group is beginning
to function as a New Testament housechurch (Acts 2:42) and can legitimately be called
a prayer house. Out of the prayer base, active evangelism is arising, including
neighbourhood prayer walks, contacts with neighbours, and input into a Friday night
fellowship that reaches the lost, the needy and the broken.

As well, the prayer meetings have been used in the Holy Spirit to send teams out to
minister in other towns and commission members to local evangelism.

This one particular prayer house regularly prayed for the lost, prayed for contacts by
name, asking for divine appointments and requesting the Lord to add to our number
daily those who are being saved. New ones are coming to the Friday night outreach, and
recently a young male drug addict was brought to the house for counsel and ministry.
One could say, “it is all happening!” simply because a few (2-13) people gather each
morning to pray.

Prayer is the place to wait on God,
the place where the vision is received and prayed into place.
Prayers of agreement are happily answered by God.

There has come a change in how prayer is working. For many, prayer has been a vital
part of, like a support base to, ministry and preaching, public services, seminars etc.
Pray much and all these things will go well. This is true and God will honour all praying
people with real answers.

The change is this: when people simply come together to pray,

break bread, consider the Scriptures and fellowship together

in the things of the Lord, they become the church in action.

It actually works! Something happens! We enter in to being the church in action. All
the vital components of the church are expressed in the daily gathering to seek the Lord.

And the Lord directs, energises, comforts, counsels, encourages,
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motivates, gives divine appointments,
brings the lost into contact with members of the prayer fellowships
So much of the success of the prayer fellowship is dependent upon the focus of the
prayer fellowship.
What Is The Focus Of The Prayer Fellowship?
- Being the church that meets in fellowship for prayer, seeking to fulfil the Great
Commission, to seek for the lost.
- With a focus on Jesus and the Scriptures, a sharing of needs and aspirations,
prayers of agreement.

As a result of this focus come answers to prayers, an increase of the tangible presence of
God and we all go on encouraged as was the church in Acts 2:42-47 with

- ""great fear'

- "'signs and wonders''

- ""praise and worship"'

- ""fellowship, sharing, mutual concern'’

- ""souls being saved''

God has given us prayer as a means of communicating with Him, to discover His will,
to wait upon Him for direction. Committed, consistent prayer is essential if the
church is to grow. If we are to obey the Lord's command to make disciples (Matt.
28:19) and to preach the gospel to every creature, (Mark 16:15) we must be seeking the
Lord in prayer to know His plans and to be doing things His way.

COMMITTED, CONSISTENT PRAYER IS ESSENTIAL

The saints prayer - praise - petition - give thanks - intercede!
God responds = answers = gives di